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The Impact of Brexit on the Scottish Budget   
 

Introduction 

Scottish Disability Equality Forum is a national disabled person’s organisation (DPO).  We are 
member-led and work to improve access and inclusion for disabled people.  Each week we send 
out a poll question to our members on different topics.  For the week of 1 August 2017 we asked 
our members to comment on the question “Do you think the Scottish Budget will be worse off as a 
result of Brexit.”  We received 32 responses in total.  Overall, the majority (88%, 28 respondents) 
said yes, the Scottish budget would be worse off while 12% (4 respondents) felt the budget would 
not be worse off.  Further points made by our members are discussed below and are highlighted 
by their verbatim comments.  
 
Disability low on the agenda 

Our members perceived that the issues facing disabled people are low on the agenda for 
Government and therefore as a community, disabled people are more likely to experience cuts to 
their services as a result of Brexit.  
 
“As there does not seem to be any plan for exit (of the EU) and disability is still low on the 
Government priorities, I think things will be worse off.” 
 
“From past experience, the disabled are somewhat lower down the pecking order.” 
 
Cuts to benefits 

 
Disabled people told us that they were already concerned about the levels of cuts to services and 
benefits.  Many of our members have experienced a reduction in the care packages they receive 
as a result of changes from DLA to PIP.  The concern is that cuts to services and benefits for 
disabled people will face further reduction as a result of Brexit.  
 
“I worry about this. We are already having benefits, house alterations for owner occupiers  cut.  
Grants are getting less and less and we have to fight for self directed support. Where will this 
stop?” 
 
Generating funding 

 
Our members expressed concern that any monies lost or changes to entitlements as a result of 
leaving the European Union will not be able to be replaced or matched by the Scottish 
Government.  The fear is that services for disabled people will be cut, and our members will lose 
out.  
 
“Scotland cannot generate sufficient funds to sustain current levels and services throughout the 
country will suffer as a result.” 
 
“It is unlikely the UK Government will be able to replace all the money we lose as a result of 
leaving the EU.” 


